


Auriga the Charioteer





Capella is associated with the mythological 
she-goat Amalthea, who breast-fed the infant 
Zeus. It forms an asterism with the stars Epsilon 
Aurigae, Zeta Aurigae, and Eta Aurigae, the 
latter two of which are known as the Haedi (the 
Kids).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capella_(star)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalthea_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asterism_(astronomy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epsilon_Aurigae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epsilon_Aurigae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeta_Aurigae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eta_Aurigae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goat


Capella, also designated Alpha 
Aurigae (α Aurigae, 
abbreviated Alpha Aur, α Aur), 
is the brightest star in the 
constellation of Auriga; the 
sixth-brightest in the night sky 
and the third-brightest in the 
northern celestial hemisphere, 
after Arcturus and Vega.

Although it appears to be a 
single star to the naked eye, it 
is actually a star system of four 
stars in two binary pairs.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alpha_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auriga_(constellation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_brightest_stars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Celestial_Hemisphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arcturus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vega
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binary_star


Messier’s Auriga - M36, M37, M38



Actually Charted by 
Hodierna in the 1600’s



Gemini The Twins



In Greek mythology, Gemini was associated with 
the myth of Castor and Pollux,

The easiest way to locate the constellation is to 
find its two brightest stars Castor and Pollux 
eastward from the familiar “V” shaped asterism of 
Taurus and the three stars of Orion’s belt. Another 
way is to mentally draw a line from the Pleiades 
star cluster located in Taurus and the brightest star 
in Leo, Regulus. In doing so, you are drawing an 
imaginary line that is relatively close to the ecliptic, 
a line which intersects Gemini roughly at the 
midpoint of the constellation, just below Castor 
and Pollux.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castor_and_Pollux
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castor_(star)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollux_(star)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asterism_(astronomy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taurus_(constellation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orion_(constellation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleiades
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_cluster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_(constellation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regulus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecliptic




Cancer the 
Crab (Cnc)

Zodiacal Constellation of Faint Stars & Great Open Clusters



How do you find it?

In the Egyptian records at about 2000 BC it 
was described as Scarabaeus (Scarab), the 
sacred emblem of immortality. In

Babylonia the constellation was known as 
MUL.AL.LUL, a name which can refer to both 
a crab and a snapping turtle. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scarab_(artifact)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emblem


Beehive Cluster, also known as Praesepe 
(Latin for "manger"), M44, NGC 2632, or Cr 
189

 It is one of the nearest open clusters to the 
Solar System, and it contains a larger star 
population than most other nearby clusters. 

Under dark skies the Beehive Cluster looks 
like a nebulous object to the naked eye; thus it 
has been known since ancient times. The 
classical astronomer Ptolemy called it "the 
nebulous mass in the breast of Cancer,"

lt was among the first objects that Galileo 
studied with his telescope.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galileo
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