
Introduction 

 

Welcome to the Objects to Observe in The Night Sky for 2021, a basic guide to mostly 

lunar, planetary, meteor and solar happenings for this year. We have combed through a 

variety of resources listed at the end of this “eBook” to bring you the events we feel are 

the most impressive, interesting or, in many cases simply what is observable on many 

given nights.  

- Shane & Chris  

 

Observing Notes 

 

● Times are in Central time +/- 1 hour depending on your exact location. 

● We have attempted to note conjunctions and other interesting planetary 

groupings visible from all global locations but continue to refine our process. 

● Planets often enter conjunction or otherwise group up in the evening and dawn 

sky. Be sure never to observe when the Sun is above the horizon because not 

only are your chances of making the observations unlikely, there is always a risk 

of accidentally catching a glimpse of the Sun and this can result in permanent eye 

damage.  

● We use a finder circle of 8-degrees and 5-degrees for scale, observers should note 

your fist at arm's length is 10-degrees and common finders and binoculars have 

fields typically in the 5-degree to 8-degree range..so that’s why we did this :) 

 

 
Objects to Observe in the January 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best event of the January: Jupiter, Saturn and Mercury alignment. 

 

Planet Roundup 

 
Mercury pairs with Jupiter and Saturn in Capricornus while Mars and Uranus pair up high up in 

the south while we begin to loose Neptune to the Sun’s glare.   

 

Jan 2nd - It’s a super sun!        Earth is at perihelion. Interesting for solar observers. 

 

Jan. 3rd - Quadratic Meteors peak. But Moon is just past full and fills the sky with it’s bright light. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jan 9th to 12th Difficult: Jupiter Mercury and Saturn in same binocular field..or maybe 

something like our little 50-60mm scopes with widest fields. At this low altitude detail is unlikely 

to be seen but what a sight! Jan 9th Mercury is 1.7-degrees South of Saturn, 10th all 3 fit in a 

2.3 degree circle, I did the calculation and in my 60mm f6 with a 12.5mm gets 29X and a 3-

degree field…. 

 

 
 

Jan 11th - Morning Sky Dawn 6am - Difficult but worth the effort Venus and the Moon Pair up, 

just 1.5 degrees apart. Jan 15h - 15-degree arc, Saturn, Jupiter, Moon. 

 
 

Jan. 13th - New Moon - Eridanus @ the Meridian….open space...blank spot when viewed from 

anywhere with moderate light pollution 

 

Jan 16th - This evening’s 13%-lit waxing crescent Moon is showing a libration which favours the 

northeast limb. Features such as Mare Humboldtianum (circled) will be visible. 

 

 

 

 



Jan. 16th to 25th - All evening for a week and a half Mars & Uranus in same binocular or wide 

field. 21st, Moon 5-degrees south of Uranus and this will all fit in a really wide binocular field. 

 
 

Jan 20th - The shadow effects which produce the Lunar X and V will occur this evening, with 

peak visibility just after 19:00 UT. 

 

January 23rd - Mercury at greatest East. Elongation - 19-degrees from Sun. 

 
 

Comet M3 Atlas - ~10th magnitude...and does a weird right angle maneuver.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objects to Observe in the February 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best event of the month: Zodiacal Light 

 

Planet Roundup 

Mercury - The closest planet appears in Aquarius mid-month and makes it’s best southern 

hemispheric morning appearance for 2021. 

Saturn, Venus and Jupiter - The three brightest planets collect together in Capricornus just 

before sunrise.  

 

Neptune - Like Mercury the farthest planet Neptune is in Aquarius, however, it’s on the other 

side of the Sun meaning it’s visible just after sunset! 

 

Uranus and Mars - After their pairing in January both these planets remain in Aries though keen 

observers will notice their increasing separation. 

 

February 1st - Under dark skies the Zodiacal Light becomes visible for next 2 weeks after 

sunset. Watch where the moon sets on the 13th and 14th and follow the light extending from the 

horizon towards Mars. By the 15th the Moon is too bright and sets too late. 

 

Feb 4th - Last Quarter Moon  

 

Feb 6th, Saturn & Venus 0.4 degrees apart but just 11-degrees from the Sun - this will be a  

challenge due to sky brightness and proximity to the rising Sun. Note: be sure to check local 

sunrise times and avoid looking at the Sun at all costs, even a glance at the sun through 

binoculars can result in permanent eye damage. 

 
 

 

Feb. 10th Jupiter and Venus Pair up with Mercury and Saturn acting as book ends. This will be 

a  challenge due to sky brightness and proximity to the rising Sun. Note: be sure to check local 



sunrise times and avoid looking at the Sun at all costs, even a glance at the sun through 

binoculars can result in permanent eye damage. 

 
 

Feb. 11th  - New Moon 

 

Feb. 17th - Uranus and the Moon at Dusk - Observe as soon as it gets dark to catch them at 

their closest. 3-degrees from Eastern North America but 5-degrees or more from Western North 

America. 

 
 

Feb. 19th - First Quarter Moon 

 

 

Feb. 18th - Mars and the Moon will be less than 5-degrees apart. 



 
 

Feb. 27th -  Full Moon 

 

 

Objects to Observe in the March 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best event for March: Jupiter and Mercury Conjunction and there will be a Supermoon 

but generally we don’t count these as visual events. 

 

Planet Roundup 

Mercury - Still resides in Capricornus appearing at it’s best, and brightest at 0.0 magnitude in 

the morning sky for Southern Hemisphere observers for 2021.  

 

Venus - Venus is in conjunction with the Sun, that means you cannot see it until it emerges from 

the bright glare. 

 

Mars - Mars is now in Taurus but ends the month at 5.3 arc minutes making it a challenging 

target for telescope users to discern surface details.  

 

Jupiter and Saturn - The bright planets move farther into darker morning skies in the 

constellation Capricornus and remain too low in the atmosphere for telescopic observations. 

 

Uranus - Remains in the evening sky but is not long for the hunt as it’s host constellation, Aries, 

enters the glow of sunset by months end. 

 

Neptune - Is in conjunction with the Sun and lost in it’s glare.  

 

 



March 1st - Under dark skies the Zodiacal Light becomes visible for next 2 weeks after sunset. 

Watch where the moon sets on the 13th and 14th and follow the light extending from the horizon 

towards Mars. By the 15th the Moon is too bright and sets too late. 

 

March 3rd to 6th - Mercury and Jupiter as close as 0.3-degrees just before sunrise on March 

5th, however the says on either side. On March 6th Mercury is at greatest elongation West 

placing as high in the morning sky as it will get for 2021 and the best morning appearance for 

the Southern Hemisphere. These observations will be challenging due to sky brightness and 

proximity to the rising Sun. Note: be sure to check your local sunrise time to avoid looking at the 

Sun as even a glance at the sun through binoculars can result in permanent eye damage. 

 
 

March 9th to 11th - Moon passes south, below, Saturn, Jupiter and Mercury but this event does 

not appear to be easily visible from the Northern Hemisphere. Note: be sure to check your local 

sunrise time to avoid looking at the Sun as even a glance at the sun through binoculars can 

result in permanent eye damage. 

 

March 13th - New Moon 

 

March 17th - Moon and Uranus, but the Moon will be 7-degrees south of the planet Uranus as 

viewed from the Northern Hemisphere though other parts of 

our planet may be able to view them as close as 3-degrees. 

 

March 19th - Moon and Mars pair up, with the Moon getting 

as close as 1.9-degrees south of Mars. The Moon also 

makes a great pointer towards Aldebaran, the eye of the bull 

of Taurus and the bright marker for the Hyades open star 

cluster.  

 

March 20th - Spring Equinox - Equal day and night all over 

Earth. 

 

March 21st - First Quarter Moon 

 



March 23rd- Mars 7- degrees north of the bright star Aldebaran. For those with wide field 

binoculars such as 7x or 8x glasses with 8 degree fields will show both in the same field. 

 
 

March 28th - Full Moon - a “Supermoon” according to Fred Espenak. While visually observing 

this event is unlikely, this full moon is the Spring Perigee Moon, meaning the Moon is full while 

at its closest point in its orbit around Earth.  

 

March 31st - Zodiacal Light visible for the next two weeks. 

 

 

Objects to Observe in the April 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best night sky event for April: Lyrid Meteor Shower 

 

Planet Roundup 

Jupiter & Saturn in the Constellation Capricornus which rises in the morning sky just before 

Sunrise - so whenever we are talking about them it’ll be am time. By the end of April Jupiter has 

moved eastward into the constellation of Aquarius as it continues its orbit around the sun. 

Mars is now a pinpoint of light but remains high up in Taurus in the evening while Neptune is 

right next to the Sun and Uranus and Venus are also lost in the bright solar glow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 3rd - Double Shadow Transit on Jupiter---Right at the Horizon for SK...so maybe people on 

West coast can try for it.  

 
 

April 4th - Last quarter Moon 

 

April 6th - Moon and Saturn pair up 4-degrees apart. Another Horizon event just before Sunrise. 

 
 



April 7th - Jupiter and Moon 4-degrees apart. Another Horizon event just before Sunrise. 

 
 

April 10 - Another Double Shadow transit on Jupiter but this one won’t be visible here in North 

America, but I think Japan is well placed on the morning of April 10th 

 

April 12th - New Moon 

 

April 14th - Double Shadow Transit but this time….maybe like eastern North America will be 

best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 17th - Mars Occultation by the Moon for Central & East Africa, India and Middle East. 



From North America they barely fit in a wide field binocular view. 

 
 

April 20th - First Quarter Moon 

 

April 22nd - Lyrid Meteors Peak in the early morning, look high in the East after Moonset ~4am. 

 
 

April 27th - Full Moon. Yet another “Supermoon”, note: last month was also a Supermoon. 

Objects to Observe in the May 2021 Night Sky 

 



Best events for observing in May: Mercury and the Lunar Eclipse 

 

Planetary Roundup 

 

Mercury - Begins the month in Taurus where it appears as a very early evening object on the 

western horizon paired with Venus a wide field binocular distance away. Mercury reaches 

greatest eastern elongation from the Sun on May 17th and presents the best evening 

opportunity to see Mercury for northern hemisphere dwellers in 2021. 

 

Venus - Also resides in Taurus in May and remains too low for anything but naked eye and 

binocular sightings as it pairs with the Moon and Mercury this month. 

 

Jupiter crossed over into Aquarius in April as it continues to pull away from Saturn left behind in 

Capricornus. Saturn is now high enough that it has emerged out of the gunk (poor seeing 

conditions low on the horizon) to begin telescopic observations :)  

 

Uranus and Neptune are too close to the sun for observing this month. 

 

May 1st - Mercury and Venus begin to pair up. 

 

 
 

May 3rd - Moon at last quarter & Saturn 4 degrees north 

of the Moon 

 

 

 

 

May 4th - Jupiter 5 degrees north of the Moon … from 

somewhere other than North America since we see them 

separated by more than 8-degrees from here anyway. 



 
 

May 5th - Eta Aquarids Meteor Show peak. Watch on days on each side but this meteor shower 

favours southern hemisphere observers. Northern hemisphere observers won’t have much 

darkness to play with and will need to watch between midnight and moonrise ~3am. 

 

May 11th - New Moon - Go Dark Sky observing! 

 

May 12th - Venus just 0.7 degrees north of a very thin crescent Moon, Occultation Alert for New 

Zealand, Eastern Polynesia and Easter Island. 

 
 

 

May 13th - Mercury and the Waxing Moon get as close as 2-degrees. 



 
 

May 15th - Mars and the Moon in the darkening evening sky. 

 
 

 

 

May 17th - Mercury at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 22-degrees from the Sun and the best 

evening appearance for the swift planet for North American Observers for 2021. It will be daily 



high up and with venus about 9-10 degrees to the South West. The position of Mercury makes a 

nice chance to try and perform some telescopic observations of the innermost planet. 

 
 

May 19th - First Quarter Moon 

 

May 26th - Lunar Eclipse! Some will call it a Supermoon or Super Blood Moon. Still others will 

note it’s the 3rd supermoon in a row. The Eclipse may underwhelm but is visible from Western 

North America, Pacific Ocean, Australasia, Eastern Asia. We see this one as the Moon is 

setting, from Saskatchewan we see it begin at 3am and it’s not fully eclipsed at Moonset. Maybe 

we could drive out to the Cypress Hills as that location will just get to see the Moon fully 

eclipsed. 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e5/Visibility_Lunar_Eclipse_2021-05-

26.png/960px-Visibility_Lunar_Eclipse_2021-05-26.png  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 29th - Mercury 0.4 degrees south of Venus in the west just after sunset. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e5/Visibility_Lunar_Eclipse_2021-05-26.png/960px-Visibility_Lunar_Eclipse_2021-05-26.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e5/Visibility_Lunar_Eclipse_2021-05-26.png/960px-Visibility_Lunar_Eclipse_2021-05-26.png


 
 

May 31st - Saturn and the Moon 4-degrees apart. Just like how we started the Month but now 

the sky is much darker when they pair up, and with Jupiter to their far right should make for a 

pretty sight.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objects to Observe in the June 2021 Night Sky 

 



Best events for the month for June: Annular Solar Eclipse for those who can travel or 

lucky to live in the right location but for everyone else it’ll be the Planetary line up of 

Venus, Moon and Mars around mid-month. 

 

Planetary Roundup 

 

Mercury - The innermost planet is too close to the Sun to observe in June 2021. 

Mars moves West from Gemini while Venus moves East from Taurus and they both eventually 

meet up in Cancer. 

 

Jupiter and Saturn - The gas giants continue along their separate ways with Saturn in 

Capricornus and Jupiter in Aquarius both now high enough out of the morning murk to become 

telescopic targets. 

 

Neptune and Uranus remain too low on the horizon for any observations apart from Lunar 

pairings. 

 

June 1st - Jupiter 5-degrees north of the Moon. 

 
 

June 2nd - Last Quarter Moon 

 

June 7th - Uranus 2-degrees north of the Moon 

 

 

June 10th - Annular Solar Eclipse. Warning Note: Annual 

Eclipses are not total eclipses so the Sun is never entirely blocked by the Sun and therefore can 



never be viewed without a telescope during an Annular Eclipse. Properly filtered telescopic and 

naked eye observations using solar glasses will provide dramatic views of a giant ring of sular 

disc. 

 

Visible from Russia, Greenland Europe and Northeastern North America. So this is not visible 

from Saskatchewan but the path is within a long days drive. It would be a 1300km drive for a 

chance to briefly see this annular eclipse at Sunrise. 

 

https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEsearch/SEsearchmap.php?Ecl=20210610 

 

June 11th - Venus 1.5-degrees south of the Moon. 

 
 

June 12th - Venus - Moon - Mars Alignment 

 

https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEsearch/SEsearchmap.php?Ecl=20210610


June 13th - Mars and the Moon as close as 3-degrees apart. Already past best by the time we 

see it in Saskatchewan. 

 
 

June 18th - First Quarter Moon. 

 

June 21st - Summer Solstice  

 

June 24th - Full Moon….oh wait, another “Supermoon”. 

 

June 27th - Saturn and the Moon as close as 4-degrees apart but a bit further here in 

Saskatchewan. 

 
 

 

 

 

June 29th - Jupiter and the Moon as close as 4-degrees apart but farther here in Saskatchewan. 



 
 

 

Objects to Observe in the July 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best event for July: Moon, Mars and Venus in the same binocular field. 

 

Planetary Roundup 

 

Mercury - The innermost planet has another Great Wesern Elongation, however, the bright sky 

during short summer nights makes just finding, let alone observing the planet, a challenge. 

 

Mars and Venus pair up in the evening dusk. 

 

Jupiter in Aquarius and Saturn in Capricornus are now well placed by midnight allowing for the 

best telescopic observations for 2021 this month and next. 

 

Neptune is also in Aquarius and Uranus rises later in Aries, these outer Ice Giants can now be 

located in binoculars. 

 

July 1st - Last Quarter Moon 

 

 

 

 

 

July 4th - Uranus 2-degrees North of the Moon & Mercury at Greatest Elongation West making it 

visible in the morning sky but the innermost planet will be best visible from locations south of 49-

degrees latitude. 



 
 

July 8th - Mercury 4-degrees south of the Moon but this will be a difficult observation. 

 
 

July 10th - New Moon 

 

July 12th & 13th - On the 12th the Moon Venus 

and Mars in the same binocular field while the 13th 

places Venus and Mars as close as 0.5-degrees 

for observers with telescopes this could present an 

interesting comparison. 

July 17th - First Quarter Moon 

 



July 24th - Full Moon with Saturn 4-degrees North, but best visible from farther west than 

Saskatchewan, for instance, Japan :) Since from here we won’t even get them in binoculars 

together. 

 

 
 

July 25th - Moon and Jupiter as close as 4-degrees.  

 
 

July 31st - Last quarter Moon. 

 

Objects to Observe in the August 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best event for August: Perseid Meteor Shower Peak 



 

Planetary Roundup 

 

Mercury, Venus and Mars are all lost in the bright sunlit part of the sky while Jupiter and Saturn 

reach opposition making for their best appearance for 2021. Uranus and Neptune are now much 

higher in the sky making for telescopic observation to become possible. 

 

August 1st - Uranus 1.8-degrees from the Moon. 

 
 

August 2nd - Saturn Opposition 

 

August 8th - New Moon 

 

August 9th - Double Shadow Transit on Jupiter, 

starts at Jupiterset here in Saskatchewan but will 

be best visible farther west, like Hawaii and 

Japan. 

 

 

August 11th,12th and 13th - Perseid Meteor 

Shower peak. Best views are always after 

midnight and with the moon out of the sky by 

mid-evening we look forward to using our 

binoculars to watch for smoke trails from bright 

meteors. 

 

August 15th - First Quarter Moon and Triple 

Shadow transit on Jupiter but we miss out here 



again in central North America with farther west locations favoured. 

 

August 20th - Jupiter at opposition and Saturn 4-degrees north of the Moon. 

 
 

August 22nd - Jupiter 4-degrees north of the full Moon. This full moon is also a “Seasonal Blue 

Moon” noted as the third full Moon in a season that will contain four full Moons. This is the 

original scientific definition according to Fred Espenak. 

 

 
 

August 27th - Uranus 1.5-degrees north of the Moon. 



 
 

August 30th - Last quarter Moon. 

 

 

Objects to Observe in the September 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best events for September: The Moon pairings with Uranus and Neptune make for great 

opportunities to hunt these elusive planets down. 

 

Planetary Roundup 

 

Mercury - remains lost in the Suns glow for the Northern Hemisphere while the Southern 

Hemisphere is treated to an excellent Eastern Elongation.  

 

Venus - barely escapes the Suns glow hanging out in evening twilight seemingly months on 

end. While telescopic observations will barely reveal the crescent shape Venus is often joined 

by the Moon. 

 

Jupiter and Saturn are just past their oppositions, closest points to Earth, and remain closeby 

and favourably placed in the evening sky. 

 

Uranus and Neptune are high up and available to binocular and telescopic observers armed 

with good charts. 

 

 

September 1st - Zodiacal Light becomes visible in the eastern morning sky once the Moon 

leaves the scene and remains visible as a faint ghostly pyramid of interplanetary dust during the 

autumn months. 



 

September 7th - New Moon 

 

September 10th - Venus and the Moon in the evening sky after sunset. 

 
 

September 13th - First Quarter Moon 

 

 

September 14th - Mercury at Greatest Eastern Elongation, however, the southern hemisphere is 

favoured. The good news is Neptune is at opposition on this night allowing for telescopic 

observations to be made all night long.  

 
 

September 17th - Saturn 4-degrees north of the Moon &  

September 18th - Jupiter 4-degrees north of the Moon 



 
 

 

September 20th - Full Moon 5-degrees South of 

Neptune! 

 

September 22nd - Autumnal Equinox 

 

September 24th - Uranus 1.3-degrees north of the 

Moon for some locations but here it doesn’t get near 

this close and it’s best just before sunrise. 

 

September 29th - Last quarter Moon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objects to Observe in the October 2021 Night Sky 

 



Best events for October: Mercury has it’s best morning appearance for the Northern 

Hemisphere while Venus has a good evening appearance for the Southern Hemisphere. 

 

Planetary Roundup 

 

Mercury and Venus put on their best shows for Autumn 2021 while Jupiter as several 

Double Shadow transits easily visible through small telescopes. Saturn, Jupiter, Venus 

and Uranus also pair with the Moon again and along with Nepune all the large outer solar 

system giants are well placed for telescopic observations.  

 

October 1st - Zodiacal Light becomes visible in the eastern morning sky once the Moon leaves 

the scene and remains visible as a faint ghostly pyramid of interplanetary dust during the 

autumn months. 

 

October 6th - New Moon! 

 

October 9th - Venus 3-degrees southwest of the Moon. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

October 12th - Jupiter Double Shadow Transit of Ganymede then Io visible from North America 

in progress at sunset 



 
 

October 13th - First quarter Moon 

 

October 14th & 15th Moon pairs with Saturn then Jupiter getting as close as 4-degrees ea night. 

 
 

October 18th - Jupiter Double Shadow Transit of Ganymede then Io visible from North America 

in progress at sunset similar to the event on the 12th above. 

 

October 20th - Full Moon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 21st - Orionid Meteor Shower hampered by nearly Full Moon 1.3-degrees south of 

Uranus. 



 
 

October 25th - Mercury at Greatest Elongation West, visible in Morning Sky. 

 
 

October 26th - Double Shadow Transit on Jupiter, not easily visible from North America. 

 

October 28th - Last Quarter Moon 

 

October 29th - Venus at Greatest Elongation East, visible just after Sunset but Southern 

Hemisphere is favoured. 



 
 

 

 

Objects to Observe in the November 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best event for November: A partial lunar eclipse that presents better than Mays full lunar 

eclipse. 

 

 

Planetary Roundup 

 

Mercury and Venus are both covered by the Moon while Jupiter displays Moon shadows. Saturn 

is beginning to lose its altitude, numbing the time telescopic observing can view fine details. 

Uranus is at opposition, now is the time to attempt observations but you may use the Moon to 

point it out later in the month. Neptune is also well placed near Jupiter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 3rd - Double Shadow transit where in Central North America we just see Io’s Shadow 

but it’s on the disk at the same time as the Great Red Spot. There is also an early afternoon 

daylight Occultation of Mercury by the Moon. Check local times via planetarium software or 



magazine articles but this is less than 15-degrees away from the Sun so exercise extreme 

caution and practice solar safety. 

 
 

November 4th - New Moon 

 

November 5th - Uranus at Opposition and South Taurid Meteors peak! 

 

November 8th - Venus is 1.1-degrees south of the Moon and an Occultation occurs for parts of 

China, Russia and Japan. 

 

November 11th - First 

quarter Moon plus Jupiter 

in the same low power 

binocular field. 

 

November 18th - Uranus 

and the Moon pair up for 

binoculars. 

 

November 19th - Full Moon 

and an excellent Partial 

Lunar eclipse visible from 

North America. 

 

November 27th - Last 

Quarter Moon. 

 

Objects to Observe in the December 2021 Night Sky 

 

Best event for December: Solar Eclipse! 



 

Planetary Roundup 

 

Mercury and Venus pair up at month's end while Jupiter and Saturn end their telescopic 

observing period for another season. Uranus pairs with the Moon and like Neptune are high in 

the south and well placed for telescopic observing. 

 

December 3rd - Moon and Mars pair up in the 

morning sky for an occultation in areas on Earth 

like central Russia, China, Japan and Hawaii. 

 

December 4th - New Moon and total socal eclipse, 

however, the greatest extent occurs just off the 

Antarctic Coast making this challenging to see. 

 

December 7th - Venus pairs with the crescent 

Moon as close as 1.9-degrees. 

 

December 8th & 9th - The Moon pairs with Saturn 

then Jupiter, each time they get as close as 4-

degrees but areas other than Central North 

America are favoured. 

 

December 11th - First Quarter Moon 

 

December 14th - Geminid Meteor Shower peak 

but blocked by near full Moon. Instead use the 

Moon to hunt down elusive Uranus with your 

binoculars.  

 

 

December 19th - Full Moon. 

 

December 20th - Winter Solstice 

 

December 27th - Last Quarter Moon 

 

 

 

 

December 29 to 31st - Venus and Mercury are 

horizon objects for binoculars. 



 
December 30th - A Double Shadow Transit is visible for Russian and similar longitudes. 

 

 

Sources: 

 

Earth and Sky’s 2021 Meteor Shower Guide: https://earthsky.org/astronomy-

essentials/earthskys-meteor-shower-guide 

 

Fred Espenak - Website by Observers Handbook Contributing Author: 

www.mreclipse.com 

 

Nasa Eclipse Website: 

https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/ 

 

RASC Observers Handbook - A great resource we think every observer should own{ 

www.rasc.ca/handbook 

 

SkySafari Software: 

https://skysafariastronomy.com/ 

 

 

 

https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/earthskys-meteor-shower-guide
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/earthskys-meteor-shower-guide
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https://skysafariastronomy.com/

